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West Coast Weather  
We continue with fair to favorable 
fishing conditions off the West Coast.  
Warm weather and poor tides will 
affect shellfish throughout the week.  

 
Monday wave model from www.stormsurf.com 

Volcano Forecast-Alaska 
Growth of the lava dome at Redoubt 
volcano has significantly slowed.  The 
lava dome is approximately 1,000 m in 
length, 460 m in width, and 200 m tall. 
This large mass of fresh lava may still 
be unstable and could fail with little or 
no warning, leading to significant ash 
production.  We have been luck so far 
this summer, keep your fingers crossed. 
 
Season Openers & Holidays 
July 16th – Canadian Crab Season 
September 7th – Labor Day 
Sept 14th – Clackamas Food Show 
Sept 14th – Sacramento Food Show 
Sept 21st – Mukilteo Food Show 
 
West Coast Bottom Fish  
Groundfish in general will be very 
good.  Weather has allowed boats to get 
out up and down the coast.  Cods and 
rocks will be strong out of Canada 
while flats and soles primarily out of 
the lower 48.  Ling cod appears to be 
the fish of the month with anticipated 
large landing and attractive pricing.  
There are excellent opportunities for 
promotions for volume promotions.   

 

 

Wild Salmon  
Sockeye  – Last week the flood gates 
finally opened for Sockeye.  This week 
we will see product out of Cook Inlet, 
Prince Williams Sound, Kodiak, 
Resurrection Bay, Bristol Bay and 
Southeast Alaska.  Cook Inlet will be 
the primary production region for the 
next two weeks.  These are some of the 
highest quality fresh sockeye available  
due to there proximity to the processing 
plants and freight routes.  Even the 
Columbia River Bluebacks have shown 
up in limited quantities.  Look for 
excellent availability and value for the 
next couple weeks.    
Chums – Product has been flowing out 
of the Prince William Sound area for 
the past couple weeks with quality 
getting better by the week.  The Yukon 
River opened as scheduled and 
continues to offer the finest quality 
“ketas” available.  This summer run 
keta  has an oil content comparable to 
that of the Copper River sockeye or 
king.  Southeast Alaska production is 
kicking into gear with the major catch 
areas being Wrangell, Petersburg and 
Ketchikan.  In addition to Alaska, 
Canada’s Nass region in also producing 
high quality chums.  The world 
renowned Johnstone Straight chum 
fishery has two openers scheduled for 
Oct. 5th and 19th.  These are truly some 
of the largest and nicest chums to make 
it to the fresh market, offering a great 
opportunity at a time of year when the 
consumer are seeking a value in the 
wild salmon world. 
Coho – Out of Alaska, Trolls are 
showing up out of SE Alaska.  Look for 
Snow Pass Coho to start hitting the 
market this week, follow by the coveted 
Arctic Coho out of Norton Sound.  
Copper River Cohos will kick in around 
Mid-August.  In the lower 48, the 
Washington and Oregon troll oper has 
concluded bring a fair quantity of 2/4 

and 4/6 fish to the market.  The lower 
Columbia River is expected to have a 
banner year offering another great 
opportunity in early September. 
Pinks – It’s a pink year in Alaska. 
Problem is someone forgot to tell the 
fish.  Alaska is ready to declare a run 
failure as Valdez area us running a few 
million pounds behind projections. 
Kings – Kings from most areas have 
been plentiful for the past couple weeks 
and providing the market a great value.  
Bristol Bay is done for the year, but 
Cook Inlet continues to produce some 
very nice fish out of the Kenai region.  
The Alaska troll opener closed July 
10th, but is expected to re-open soon.  
Dropping south into Canada, the 
Skeena and Bella Coola region have 
been producing some premium net 
caught monsters.  In addition, the Nass 
region has been kicking out some 
“wheel’ caught kings, some of which 
are the highest quality around.  Summer 
run Springers out the Columbia River 
have been strong and huge, living up to 
their nickname of “June Hogs”. Looks 
like the natives will get one more 
season extension this week, after that 
we will see fish out of the Columbia 
again in August. The Rogue river will 
kick in after July 10th, but we don’t 
expect much fish based on the past few 
years poor production.  The Klamath 
river is expecting almost twice the 
volume as 08’, which will start up in 
mid-August.      
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Halibut 
Halibut market took a slight bump last 
week as is traditional after the holiday.  
Some of the fleet is taking advantage of 
the salmon fishing up in Alaska and 
Canada.  There are also some fish 
showing up off the Oregon and 
Washington coasts.  
.    

 
Shrimpmeat  
Shrimpmeat season is in full swing.  
The winds we saw last week have died, 
leading to excellent production 
anticipated for this week.  Product 
quality has been outstanding.  Perfect 
time for your summer Shrimpmeat 
promotions. 

 
Live Lobster  
Production has been steady in both the 
US and Canada.  Pricing has stabilized 
and should remain a good value 
through summer.  

 
Dungeness Crab  
Crab coming out of Alaska and Canada, 
as well as the Puget Sound, have finally 
provided some much needed relief for 
the market.  Everyone is keeping there 
eye on the Canadian opener to see if it 
produces expected volumes. 

 

Farmed Atlantic Salmon  
The broken record continues….the 
Atlantic salmon market has been turned 
upside down this summer.  Chile is now 
expected to be down as much as 90% 
on production and will not be back to 
full production until 2011.  The reality 
of that forecast has come to fruition.  
This year Chile’s production will be 
short 200,000 metric tons of fish.  
Canadian production has tapering off, 
and extreme shortages are fish is 
pressurizing the farms to pull ahead of 
schedule.  Prices continue to increase as 
farmers capitalize on market shortages.   
With the increase in prices Norway is 
back into the picture for imports, but 
will provide only minimal help.  Looks 
like this one is going to last a while.  
Check with you sales representative on 
opportunities and alternatives. 

 
 
Exotics 
Mahi Mahi - Supply has primarily been 
coming out of Mexico.  With high 
winds this past week many of the small 
boats have struggled to get out.  Looks 
like the weather should break by the 
end of the week.  Production out of 
South America has been weak, pushing 
prices up. 
Tuna & Bi-catch - Tuna availability 
has been fair.  Primary catch areas are 
the Philippine’s, Fiji, Hawaii, Panama, 
and Vietnam.  Sword has been plentiful 
out of Costa Rica and Hawaii.  Good 
catches are coming in from Hawaii with 
miscellaneous Blue Marlin, Spear fish, 
Baracuda and Mon Chong (Big scale or 
Sickle Pomfret).  
Pacific –Yellowtail has been in good 
supply out of Mexico.  White seabass 

will start to be hit and miss as the 
fishery winds down.    

 
 
Farmed Steelhead  
Pacific Aquaculture has started 
production to provide a premium fresh  
steelhead from the Columbia River.  
Our Pacific Northwest Steelhead is free 
of any and all hormones, pesticides, 
herbicides or growth promoting 
antibiotics.  The feed is made of all 
natural ingredients to provide high 
quality and healthy product. 

 
Trout  
Southern Idaho is starting to experience 
lower water issues, which could limit 
production over the next month at a 
couple sites.  Availability should be 
fine for normal sales. 

 
 

Sturgeon 
Columbia River fishery is current 
closed.  There will be a meeting at the 
end of July to determine the fall fishery 
quota.  The fishery is expected to begin 
mid-August, with production lasting 
into September. 

 
Smelt 
Northern California production has 
been sporadic and prices stable with the 
lack luster demand.  
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In Shell Oysters 
Summer has come early in the shellfish 
world in the Northwest.  Unseasonably 
warm temperatures in early summer has 
been has caused some challenges.  
Typically we don’t see these conditions 
until mid-July.  Area closure could 
come early this year, especially in 
lower hood canal.  Availability will 
start changing rapidly, so ask your sales 
associate for the best values on a daily 
basis.  
Live Oyster selection Summer 2009 
�  Fanny Bay Petite (XS)-Baynes 
Sound, B.C. Canada 
�  Eagle Creek Small-Hood Canal, WA 
�  Quilcene Bay Extra Small-Hood 
Canal, WA 
�  Pacific Oyster 3-4” Clean-Samish 
Bay , WA 
�  Kumomoto-Humbolt Bay, CA  
�  Penn Cove Select-Samish Bay,  WA 
�  Kusshi-Stellar Bay- B.C. Canada 
�  BBQ’s – 4-8” – Port Gamble, WA  
�  Virginica Smalls-Samish Bay, WA 
�  Pacific 2-3” Clean- Samish Bay, WA 
� Evening  Cove 2-3”-Nanaimo B.C.  
� Royal Miyagi  2-3”-Hood Canal, WA  
�  Snow Creeks-Discovery Bay, WA 
�  Pressure Shucked-Willapa Bay, WA 
*strike-through represents limited 
availability 

 
 
Mussels  
 We currently carry 3 varieties of Med. 
Mussel; however smaller P.E.I. styles 
available.  
 Mexican Mediterranean Mussels. 
Plenty of product readily available, 

these have most of the beard (byssal) 
removed.  
 Penn Cove Mediterranean Mussels. 
Plenty of product, readily available, 
these have the majority of the beard 
removed.  
 Taylor Mediterranean Mussels.  
Product has been looking better and 
productions appears to be back on 
track. 

 
Clams 
Manila Clams – Same situation as 
oysters.  Products have been showing 
signs of the effects of summer.  Poor 
tide will affect availability this week. 
Venus Clams –  What a great value for 
fresh live clams.   Venus are very hardy 
and a great item to promote without 
increasing your shrink.  
Savory Clams - A little warmer water 
temperature is helping the availability 
of Savories.  
Razor Clams –  New season 
production is available both fresh and 
frozen out of Alaska!!!  

 
Scallops 
Landings are expected to be moderate 
for the week.  Area 2 is now closed due 
to the Yellowtail Flounder quota being 
caught. A good volume of U/10’s had 
been coming out of Area 2, so look for 
even fewer U/10’s available to the 
market. 10/20’s represent 80% of the 
landings right now with U-10’s & 
20/30’s making up the remainder.  
Quality is still dependant on areas 
where scallops are being caught.  Prices 
have been bouncing around on all sizes.  
U/10’s took a big bump at the end of 
last week as demand is outstripping 
supply.  Demand in the domestic 
market remains moderate; while the 
international markets are steady.   

Breakdown of 2009 Days at Sea: 
-37 open area days (31 in 2008) – primary sizes 
-10/20’s and 20/30’s 
-1 trip closed Area 2 (0 in 2008) – primary size 
U/10 and 10/20’s - CLOSED 
-3 trips Elephant Trunk (4 in 2008) – sizes 20% 
U/10, 80% 10/20’s 
-1 trip Delmarva Area (0 in 2008) – primary size 
10/20’s and 20/30’s 
-0 trips Nantucket lightship (1 in 2008) primary 
size U/10’s 
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Pacific Seafood Company 
 Mukilteo   425-347-7994 
 Tacoma 253-627-2158 
 Spokane  509-928-9076 
 Clackamas 503-905-4500 
 Sacramento 916-419-5500 
 Fresno 559-264-3474 
 Las Vegas 702-566-8670 
 Salt Lake 801-908-8292 
 Phoenix 602-268-3313 
 San Antonio 210-226-4343 
 Houston 713-694-4242 
 Los Angeles 310-835-4343 
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